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UNDERSTANDING PRESCRIPTION 

MEDICATION  LABELS  

RX OUTREACH    Rx:  10997947  Call 1-800-769-3880 
3171-3183 Riverport Tech Center Dr Refill:  3   Reorder After:  12/20/11 
Maryland Heights, MO  63043  PSBR:  Dr. A. Physician Qty Filled:  90 of 90 

Public, Joseph Q.  
1234 City Street  St. Louis,      MO       631295503 

Dispensed:  METFORMIN HCL TAB 1000MG     

TAKE 1 TABLET BY MOUTH DAILY 
 
Pill Markings:  2 71 OVAL WHITE TABLET 

  
MFR:  ZYGENERICS   NDC/UPC:  68382003010  LOCATION:  555-020201 
       RX Written:  10/22/11   Filled on:  10/24/11 
Discard after:  10/24/12 
    CAUTION:  FEDERAL LAW PROHIBITS TRANSFER OF THIS DRUG TO ANY PERSON OTHER THAN  
     THE PATIENT FOR WHOM PRESCRIBED 

Whenever you are prescribed a medication, you must be sure that you understand the key sections of the 

medication’s label in order to ensure your safety.  The label on your prescription bottle contains information from your doctor 

and your pharmacy about using your medication correctly.  Use the guide below to identify the key sections.  If you have any 

questions, consult your physician. 

Pharmacy Name & 

Address 

Patient name and 

address 

Physical description 

of the drug 

Date to place your 

refill order 

Name and Strength 

of Drug 

Pharmacy Phone 

Number 

Number of pills in 

bottle 

Number used by Pharmacy to 

identify your prescription number 

Number of times you 

can reorder this drug 

Instructions on how 

and when to take 

this drug 

Your Doctor’s Name 

Pharmaceutical 

Manufacturer  Date the prescription 

was written 

Date the drug was 

filled by pharmacy 
Don’t use the drug 

past this date Required Federal 

Caution Statement 

Additional Tips: 

 Always check that you have received your own prescription.  The label should show your name prominently. 

 Verify that the bottle contains the drug your doctor said you would be taking.  Rx Outreach labels always 

include a description of the shape and color of the medicine. 

 Pay special attention to the instructions.  Take only as directed on the label.  If the instruction only says 

“daily” take that medication only once each day.  If it says “three times a day”, take the medication at three 

intervals, such as morning – afternoon - evening. 

 Always read the warning labels on your prescription (if applies).  The warning labels are usually on the side or 

back and are often separated from the main label.  The package insert will describe all side-effects and 

warnings.   

 Taking medication as directed by your physician can help you manage your health! 


